CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
ance. His cheerful chattiness, his marked need for companion-
ship, not only with children but also where adults are concerned,
with whom he converses equally gladly and freely, are now all
in marked contrast with his former character.
I was, however, able to learn something else from this case;
namely, how advantageous and necessary it is to intervene with
analysis quite early in upbringing in order to prepare a relation-
ship to the child's unconscious as soon as we can get in touch with
his conscious. Then probably the inhibitions or neurotic traits
could be easily removed as they were beginning to develop. There
is no doubt that the normal three-year-old, probably indeed the
still younger child, who so often shows such lively interests, is
already intellectually capable of grasping the explanations given
him as well as anything else. Probably much better than the
older child, who is already affectively hampered in such matters
by a more strongly fixed resistance, while the little child is far
nearer to these natural things so long as upbringing has not
extended its injurious influences too far. This would be, then,
much more than in the case of this already five-year-old boy, an
upbringing with the aid of analysis.
However great the hopes that might be associated with a general
education of this kind for the individual and for the many, yet
on the other hand a too far-reaching effect need not be feared.
Wherever we find ourselves confronted with the unconscious of
the quite tiny child, we shall certainly also find ourselves con-
fronted with all his complexes complete. In how far are these
complexes phylogenetic and innate, or in how far already onto-
genetically acquired? According to A. Starcke, the castration
complex has an ontogenetic root for the infant in the periodical
disappearance of the maternal breast, which he considers to be a
belonging of his. The rejection of faeces is regarded as another
root for the castration complex. In the case of this boy, where
threats were never used and where pleasure in masturbation was
pretty frankly and fearlessly shown, there was nevertheless a very
strongly marked castration complex that had certainly developed
partly on the basis of the Oedipus complex. In any case, however,
in this complex and indeed in complex-formation in general, the
roots lie too deep for us to be able to penetrate down to them.
In the case described, the foundations for his inhibitions and
neurotic traits seem to me to reach back before the time even
when he began to speak. It would certainly have been possible
to overcome them earlier and much more easily than was done,
though not to cut off entirely the activities of the complexes in
which they originated, There is certainly no reason to fear a
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